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passed at the second Hague Conference, but Germany, France, and Italy withheld their assent.
Protection had already been given to the navigators of balloons under the Hague Conference when used for message-carrying and keeping up communications. This was due to French initiative, and as the result of experiences in 1870, when some French aeronauts were subjected to harsh treatment by their captors.
The siege of Paris brought the balloon into service under most romantic conditions. No fewer than sixty-five balloons left the besieged city, some to fall into the enemy's hands, others to convey important personages from isolated Paris, others to convey letters, and two to be lost at sea. In the same war the Germans formed two balloon detachments under the direction of the English aeronaut Coxwell, but very little service to the invading force was done.
The balloon service in besieged Paris was under the direction of the Brothers Eug&ne and Julius Godard and of Yon and Dartois. The Godards had charge of the Orleans railway station depot, the others had the northern station. Godard's balloons were coloured red and yellow or blue and yellow, the balloons of Yon and Dartois were white.
On one occasion Tissandier threw down 10,000 copies of a proclamation addressed to the Germans. It demanded peace, but asserted that nevertheless France was prepared to fight to the end. On October 7, Gambetta left Paris in the balloon " Armand Barbes," with the object of organizing a fresh army to march to the relief of the city. The balloon came perilously near the earth close to the German outposts, and shots were fired, one striking Gambetta in the hand. By throwing ballast the balloonists escaped.
The Pigeon Post was organized by the Paris Pigeon Fanciers' Society. The despatches, of course, had to be